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Lesson plan for a 4th year 

of a school of tourism: 

TOURS IN ROME

Introduction

The writing of a tour is part of the third year curriculum in a school of tourism. As shown by the questionnaires
 delivered for professor Bowles’ project most of the students of the 3 B of the Istituto Professionale di Stato per i servizi commerciali e turistici Luigi Einaudi” of Latina believe that when you write a city tour 

1. you are not selling a product 

2. it is not important to consider the target tourists you are writing the tour for

3.  you have to write the tour themselves

To show the students that when a tour is written not only is important the target tourist but also the tour operator you are working for, you can find an American tour operator who is specialised for Italy, and we find the Perillotours . 

The Internet is an excellent way to approach the issue because the texts are written for real tourists, and not adapted to the students' level. 

Overview

The students are supposed to know the basics of computers and the Internet. The following four-part lesson provides practice in the classroom. 

· In class, teach the most important vocabulary related to tours . 

· The second part of this lesson is practical, allowing the students to surf the Web with the instructor's guidance. The students get to know the Perillo family.

· The third  part requires the students to write a tour of Rome in the Perillo style. 

· The forth part requires the students to get involved in preparing a video to send to Perillo tour operator

The Lesson

You want to became a tour agent and work for the Perillo family. You are asked to write a new tour of Rome. One of the first things you would like to do is to know who the Perillos are and which is their philosophy. 

Part 1:

Before reading the web page, think of the kind of information you are likely to find about the Perillo family. Answer yes or no to the following statements. Talk to a classmate and find out what he/she thinks. Then, ask your teacher.  

· ____ The Perillos are Italo-American. 

· ____ They live in the South of USA:  

· ____ They offer only Italian tours. 

· ____ The women of the family work in the travel business. 

Part 2:

Visit the web address provided below and get to know the Perrillo family. 

· http://www.perillotours.com/home_brochure.html 

· http://www.perillotours.com/3generations.html 

· http://www.perillotours.com/superlatives/speak_italy.html 

The teacher shows the students some of the tours offered by Perrillotours 

( you can find them at the web addresses 

http://www.perillotours.com/information/pdf_files/IS01_aristocrat.pdf  

http://www.perillotours.com/information/pdf_files/IS01_vesuvius.pdf )

but taking away all the information relative to Rome. 

Part 3:

Now that the students know the Perillos and their way to write a tour, for next lesson they have to write a tour of Rome in the Perillo’s style. They have to include the following monuments, landmarks, etc., and decide which is the matching comment. 

St: Peter’s Basilica
one of the best preserved roman structure

Largo Argentina
astounding wedding cake

Capitoline
a gala evening /dining&dancing/wine flow

Palatine Hill
Julius Cesar met Brutus

Arch of Titus
hundred of rooms, halls, galleries

overflowing with art treasures

Colosseum
Rape of the Sabines

Monument to Victor Emmanuel 
first truly cosmopolitan city

Brancaccio Palace
amazing/qverwhelmig/bronze

Vatican Museums
Home of Jupiter

Eternal City
not “brochure language”

Circus Maximum
masterpiece

Canopy
Roar of the lions/brutal entertainment

Part 4:

In the following lesson the students themselves can check their adhesion to the model visiting the following web address:

http://www.perillotours.com/information/pdf_files/IS01_classicrome.pdf 

Invite the students to visit the web address www.collettetours.com and to compare the tours of Rome presented by this travel agent. http://www.collettevacations.com/viewescorted.cfm?productID=79 

http://www.collettevacations.com/viewfit.cfm?productID=209 

to the ones offered by Perillotour.

Invite the students to visit the link 

http://www.collettevacations.com/sp/brochures/index.cfm#videolist to discover that the Collette tours offer also the possibility to purchase full color videos for many of their destinations. 

Invite the class to prepare a video on the Roman tours they wrote in the Perillo style (they can record some of their descriptions too) and then send the best videos to Perillotour
 suggesting them to include this service in their offers. 

APPENDIX

18. When you have to write a tour you will be asked to (thick as many as necessary):


( visit all the cities in the tour


( know very well all the cities in the tour


( describe towns and areas 


( write all the itinerary by yourself


( adapt already made tours found on catalogues


( adapt already made tours found on special web-catalogues


( ask the tour operator to write one


( give detailed information


( include a short promotion of the tour


( write fixed tour


( adapt the tour to the specific tourists who asked for it

19. In your opinion or according to your studies a tour should include (thick as many as necessary):


( date/dates


( length


( departure and arrival time


( cost


( meeting point



( itinerary


( means of transport


( accommodation


( meals and guide
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Some suggestion 

for a 1st year of Scuola Media
Introduction

In the curriculum of the first year of the Scuola Media there are issues as: meeting a new friends, describe yourself, school subjects, time and schedules, a typical school day, going to school, clothes, writing greeting cards, holiday postcards, weather, seasons,etc.
 

All this issues are usually presented in a so “contesto comunicativo”
  and they are created to make the student be aware of other cultures and other ways of thinking
 but this hardly happen because the only real Other the students meet is the English language.

To avoid this and to create a real “contesto comunicativo” you can invite the class to support a student of an English speaking country, for instance a student of South Africa, who is approximately of the same age as they are
.  There are a lot of Onlus that organise this long distance supports. Your students can follow the supported child during his/her school year, let him/her know about their one, exchange photos, postcards, letters, schools reports, etc. and learn to know about another culture 

They can in this way 

· identify a “double” from a target community

· define double's perceptions, likes, values 

Ideas for a cultural curriculum 


If with your class decide to support a South African student you can
:

· invite them to send a class photo with a short profile of each of them ( meeting a new friend, describe yourself’ clothes..)

· exchange school reports (school subjects,). this will make the students aware of the different opening and closing of the schools due to the different seasons. (seasons, weather)

· confront the different school subject. How the school reflect the culture 

(eg. Why do the students get a mark for Self Confidence/ Sense of Responsability/Punctuality/Completion of tasks? How are the same things valued in Italian schools? Why do they study Afrikaans?) All these questions will be answered by the South African child 
 not by the teacher so it will be a real communicative context. 

· exchange postcards or letters for holidays (writing greeting cards, holiday postcards)

Throughout the school year he students can share likes, dislikes with their South African peer. They will learn another culture and learn that Italy is not the centre of the world: for instance if lots of pupils finish school in December and go to school in July. They can share values, aims, wants because they are all students and their mutual aim is to get good marks, )

They English grammar , the linguistic functions and issues learnt at school will acquire sense because they will be situated in a universe of values that they will know thanks to their South African friend. 

�  See in Appendix the part of the questionnaire relative to tour writing. 


� Perillo Tours, Perillo Plaza, Woodcliff Lake, NJ  07677-9888 USA


� For example see the contents of  Straight Ahead by Susan Marsh, David Wood, Paola Cappelletto, Firenze, Burlington books Le Monnier 2000


� Straight Ahead  Guisda per l’insegnante by Susan Marsh, David Wood, Paola Cappelletto, Firenze, Burlington books Le Monnier 2000, pag.1


� ibid. 


� There are a lot of organisations; one of them can be MAIS. This  support , among others, the Yeoville Community School , 66 Regent Street, Yeoville, 2198. P.O. Box 27941, Yeoville,2143, South Africa.


� See Patrick Boylan Proposal for a Language-oriented University Curriculum in Cross-Cultural Communication  in � HYPERLINK http://www.boylan.it ��www.boylan.it�





� In brackets you will find the curriculum issue that are used to realise each step)


� The child is sometime helped by the headmistress, but it is always a person of the other culture 
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